Understanding the impacts of management
practices on udder health during dry-off
Scoping
review finds
factors like
nutrition,
vaccinations
and dry period
length may
play a role
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Further information on the study can be accessed in the journal J Dairy Sci.
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an understanding of the literature,
so future systematic reviews and
meta-analyses could potentially
quantify the impacts of the various
management practices farmers
use, like housing, nutrition and dry
off milking practices.”
The review uncovered areas with
sufficient research to potentially
explore with future synthesis work,
including nutrition practices, vaccinations and dry period length.
“This review helped us identify
these three areas that have
potential research implications
and could be evaluated in a future
meta-analysis,” she says. “It also
uncovered some areas that need
more research to be conducted
before we can draw any solid
conclusions—such as housing,
bedding and pasture—which
are very difficult to manipulate in
research studies.”
Nutrition, vaccination status and
living conditions could affect the
likelihood of infection. Winder says
the publicly available scoping review
can be used to help researchers
conduct more in-depth analyses
and form conclusions on these
management practices.
“There are often secondary
outcomes in studies that could
point to solutions, so organizing
this research in a scoping review
can help researchers get to a
stage where a meta-analysis can
compare all study results,” she
says.
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